CALL 911 ! ! ! 

Once again, we’ve lost a waterfowler, due to a boating related accident on the bay. If you attended November’s GBDHA meeting you were privy to the latest in float gear and survival techniques by WI DNR Marine Warden Ben Treml.  If you missed the meeting, one of the important points was to carry a current model-GPS enabled cell phone and call 911 for help. That includes overdue hunters, boating accidents or stranded hunters. Why? Unlike a single call to an individual authority, a call to 911 will get you a broad range of rescuers headed you way, by sea, by land and by air. And if you keep an open signal, just an open line, the E911 Centers , working with your provider can usually locate that cell phone within a  five yard circle. Or you can buy state of the art personal locater beacons, or plan a safe hunt.
Safe Hunts begin with:
· Knowledge of the area you plan to hunt (from maps. Charts, internet data ,hunting  veterans)
· Discuss your plan with others who will check on your hunts progress , leave them a map
· Use proper gear, watercraft appropriate for the waters, proper PFD’s and warm clothing
· Carry your GPS enabled cell phone with a charged battery, practice dialing 911
· Plan your hunt, hunt your plan(s)
· For any emergency, always call 911

These are just some of the important measures; you can add survival kits, food, water etc. But you say “practice dialing 911???” Yes, now while you calm and relaxed, think through how you would react to a water related accident, accidental shooting, any emergency.  And if you drill this enough, you will create memory paths and if it occurs, you are ready for it, you’ve planned for it and your beating the “old reaper” with your pre-planning.

Have great – safe - season,
Dave Swanson, President
Green Bay Duck Hunter’s Assoc.
