Northern Pike Habitat Restoration Project
Wetlands, as well as fish and wildlife, along the west shore of Green Bay got a major boost in 2008 thanks to a program known as the Northern Pike Habitat Restoration Project.  The project is administered by the Brown County Land Conservation Department using a grant from the Fox River Cleanup Fund, a fund which was created by monies provided by various paper companies involved in the cleanup of PCB’s from the Fox River and the Bay of Green Bay.   In addition, money was also provided to the project by the USFWS, along with several conservation organizations in the area, including major contributions from the Brown County Conservation Alliance and Ducks Unlimited.
Larry Kriese, who serves as the project manager for the Brown County LCD, said the project is significant for several reasons.  Approximately 70% of historical wetlands along the west shore of Green Bay have already been lost due to development and past farming practices, and, about 50% of wetlands remaining in the entire Lake Michigan basin are now located along the west shore of the Bay.  While there are large areas of wetlands in the area now in public ownership, Kriese said that the work done in 2008 took place entirely on private land.  It is land in private ownership that is most threatened by continued development pressures.  In all, approximately 14 acres of new and improved wetland areas were created in 2008, along with almost 6000 feet of ditches and streams being improved to provide quality fish and wildlife habitat.  In addition, culverts that were blocking traditional fish spawning migration routes were replaced, opening up several more miles of waterways for fish to use during spring migrations.  
Kriese said that one of the most important objectives of the program is to ensure that private landowners are happy with the work done on their land.  Kriese said that every landowner in the program in 2008 indicated their satisfaction with the work and, in fact, were highly enthusiastic about the program and the lasting value the work would have on their property in providing quality fish and wildlife habitat.  While the main objective of the program is to create and improve northern pike spawning habitat Kriese said that every project design also looked at the possibility of maximizing the benefits to all wildlife species from songbirds to furbearers and upland species like pheasants and small game.  Kriese said one of his most satisfying days of working on the project in 2008 came after construction on the final work site.  Within 24 hours of moving the heavy equipment off the site Kriese observed several ducks set their wings and glide into the newly created waterway created by the project.  Kriese said that only days earlier the site was choked with Phragmities and Reed Canary grass and provided little to no benefits to fish and wildlife.
The NP Project will continue in 2009, although with a smaller budget than was available in 2008, and Kriese said he already has new project sites in mind to work on.  The program has proved so popular with private landowners that Kriese said he currently has a waiting list of applicants but is always accepting new applications for the program to ensure the available money is spent on working on those areas that will provide the best return for the investment in terms of improved fish and wildlife habitat.  Kriese can be contacted at the Brown County Land Conservation Department for more information about the program or to arrange to have your land inspected to determine eligibility for the program.
